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Today We Cut Down an Apple Tree
by Ashley Martin
Crooked, slow growing, 
youngest of ten to promise fruit, 
the eight-foot space it vacates 
makes way for a playhouse.
The unrooted apple tree 
now waits for no season, 
flung down on ground nearby.
Its unbudded blossoms wait to break out 
with their suspended question: 
which would last longer?
Girls will grow also, 
slowly, sometimes crooked.
Photo by Joel Kendall
48 W E S T  V I E W
